
Minutes of WHVPHA Meeting
Held on October 28th, 2024 at Denise’s House at 6:30pm

Attendees:
Jessica Williams, Danielle Moraski, Annette Mohr, Christie
Higgins, Beth Zylstra, Denise Dahms, Debbie Norris, Jess
Abrams, Laura Ossman, Juliet Charkin, Rebecca Jacobsen, and
Barbara Whyte.

Meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by Jessica Williams.
The Minutes from the previous meeting (9/30) were read by
Christie Higgins Barricella and accepted as read.

Motion was made and accepted by all.
Treasurer’s Report:
Denise reported as of 10/28/24:
Total in Checking/Savings $31,397.70
Vanguard $124,573.72 FMV approximately $142,559
Total Income (Final HS, banquet, etc.) - $45,725.00
Total Expenses(Scholarships, point keeping,etc) - $27,629.28
Finals Horse show Entries- $20,525.00
Finals Horse show net income - $8093.00
Net Income - $18,095.72

Motion was made and accepted by all.



Committee Reports:
Endowment:

1. Denise announced that memorial scholarships were being
decided by committee and would be announced at banquet.

2. All scholarship winners (college ed, equine ed., college
equine, and founding memorial) for the current year would
be given recognition at the banquet to promote what we offer
to our members.

Banquet:
1. Dani is putting together our program for the year end

awards. She is still taking ads for program. Please contact
her immediately if interested.

2. Denise stated that said that the banquet money collection
this year was very well organized and much appreciated.

3. Beth is to order flowers for 23 tables.
4. Jess was working on seating chart.
5. D. J. was confirmed.
6. Ribbons and Prizes are confirmed and shipping.
7. Whvpha merchandise would again be available for sale

during banquet.
Motion was made and accepted by all.
Raffle:

1. Host farms need to let raffle committee (Jess Abrams/
Emma Paulsen) know what types of baskets will be donated.

2. Jess and Emma made a graphic for donations on socia
media to attract outside sponsors. Please share graphic on
social media.

3. Jess has received several raffle donations from various
people please touch base with her if you would still like to
donate.



Sponsorship:
1. Thank you notes will be sent to all of this past seasons

sponsors.
2. Please keep recruiting sponsors for the upcoming season.

Grievance:
1. A grievance was filed about the no refund policy at the finals

horseshow and the improper vote. It was found that the
vote taken by regular membership about the refund policy
was done in error. It should have been a board of directors
decision therefore the vote taken by regular membership
was nullified. Board felt that each scratch was looked into in
depth individually and decided on a case by case basis
depending if horse/rider welfare was in question. Refunds
were given accordingly. A scratch fee of $75 was charged to
those who received a refund. The party who filed the
grievance was offered a package into next year’s final
because of errors made by the board.

2. A discussion ensued regarding the mission of the
organization and that in future fairness and philanthropy
would be promoted along with policy created by board of
directors.

Finals Horse Show:
1. All members present during the discussion felt that finals

went well with a few hiccups which will be addressed by the
committee for the upcoming season. (scheduling, adding
additional staff, banner fortifications discuss with sam/beth
for next year, signups for volunteers, etc.)

2. Positive feedback was received about derby and hospitality
Tent.



3. Alternative locations for finals and alternative dates for finals
were discussed. Several members are going to do research
on places and times. No final decision was reached.

4. Place, time of year,format, and duration for finals were
discussed . Suggestions were made about making it 2 full
days, holding outside, earlier rather later in the calendar
year, possible exhibitor party, etc. (discussion tabled and
decisions would be made at the next meeting after more
research was carried out).

Motion was made and accepted by all.

Horse Show (Host Farms):
1. Please note host farm schedule changes for the upcoming

horse show dates 2024-2025:
a. Gardnertown Farm - will be 12/8 not 12/1
b. Hollow Hill - will be 5/17 not 6/28
c. Greystone- will be 6/28 not 7/26
d. Mirabella- will be 7/26 not 5/17

2. The New rulebook for upcoming season will be posted on
the website. Please make sure your prizelist and horse
shows are following the current rulebook.
Below is a hyperlink to the new rulebook for the upcoming
season for your convenience:

Whvpha 2024-2025 Rulebook.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_JXuyv2AyrgIQ81ss35CaEXjXwLcUtRF/view?usp=sharing


New Business:
1. A discussion about participation arose. How can we get

more people involved in our series? A suggestion was made
to give more to our members in the form of activities,
opportunities, and participation. ideas presented but not
limited to included:

Unmounted clinics
Mounted clinics
Activities that promote the industry (horse seminars)
pulling from all aspects of the horse industry.
Junior committee
Amateur committee
Welcome forum
Poles on social media to see what members want

2. How can we improve upon the following participation for host
farms and committee members? A suggestion was made for
board to look at bylaws and come up with policy to help the
following:

Update guidelines and requirements for host farms
(expectations, service committee,etc.)

Update guidelines and requirements for committees
(who serves,sharing responsibilities, and helping each
other, meeting on a regular basis, promoting
functioning as a unit not just an individual)
How to encourage sponsorship in banquet program
(remarket)

(Discussion tabled but will be revisited in the near future for
upcoming season).



3. Nominations for next year’s board 2024-2025 were as
follows:
President: Jessica Williams
Vice President: Annette Mohr ; Dani Moraski
Treasurer- Denise Dahms
Recording Secretary- Christie Higgins Barricella
Corresponding Secretary- Jessica Abrams

If anyone else wants to run please submit nomination before
next meeting to following email:
whvpha@gmail.com

Next meeting will be December 9th at Denise’s House at
6:30pm. It will also be our holiday party which will be
catered. Please let us know if you are coming. A zoom
option wil be offered. Tentative January Meeting on the 6th.
Meeting adjourned at 8:46pm
Respectfully submitted
October 29th, 2024
Chris Higgins

mailto:whvpha@gmail.com



